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S7SRS� TEWWEXM� IWEXXEQIRXI� XVIRXƅERRM� HEP� WEKKMS� ERGSVE� ZMXE-
PMWWMQS�HM�+MSZERRM�6MGGM��MRGPYWS�RIPPE�TYFFPMGE^MSRI�E�GYVE�HM�
'IWEVI�HI�7IXE�I�.EGUYIW�0I�+SJJ�WYPPE�GMXXʚ�I�PI�WYI�QYVE��MR�
GYM�PS�WXYHMSWS�IQMPMERS�QIXXIZE�EP�GIRXVS�HIPPE�WYE�EXXIR^MSRI�
TVSTVMS�MP�XIQE�HIPPE�VIPE^MSRI�JVE�PƅMQQEKMRI�HIPPE�GMXXʚ�I�MP�WYS�
GSVVMWTSRHIVI�E�YR�GSRGIXXS�HM�ZIVMXʚ���

-P�RSHS�HE�GYM�TEVXI�6MGGM�ʢ� PE�&SPSKRE�HIP�GEVHMREPI�+EFVMIPI�
4EPISXXM�� GSQQMXXIRXI� HM� 'LIVYFMRS� +LMVEVHEGGM� GLI� ʢ� ƼKYVE�
GIRXVEPI� RIPPE� HIPMRIE^MSRI� HM� YRE� TEVXMGSPEVI� XMTSPSKME� HM� MQ-
QEKMRI�YVFERE�� in primis�FSPSKRIWI�2�%P�QSREGS�EKSWXMRMERS��
4EPISXXM� GLMIHI� ƈMR� HMWIKRS� ?HMA� ZIVEVI� PE� GMXXʚ� HM� &SPSKRE� GSR�
WYSM�FSVKLM��GLMIWI��WXVEHI��LSWTMXEPMƏƉ���UYIPPE�WXIWWE�&SPSKRE�
GLI�UYEPGLI�ERRS�HSTS��WMEQS�RIP�������%KSWXMRS�'EVVEGGM�VM-
TVSHYGI�E�WXEQTE��2IPPE�HIHMGE�EP�GEVHMREPI�Ɓ�WE�FIRI�GSWʦ�HM�
GSQTMEGIVPS�Ɓ�'EVVEGGM�HMGLMEVE�HM�IWWIVWM�WJSV^EXS�ƈHƅMQMXEVI�MP�
HIWMHIVMS�WYS�I�MP�ZIVSƉ�4�1E�ʢ�GSR�'PEYHI�(YGLIX��HIXXS�MP�(Y-
GLIXXS��GLI�PƅERRS�WYGGIWWMZS�SVQEM�PƅEWTMVE^MSRI�EP�ZIVS�IRXVE�
RIPPE�XMXSPE^MSRI�HIPPE�VEƾKYVE^MSRI��ƈZIVS�VMXVEXXS�HIPPE�GMXXʚ�HM�
&SPSKRE�?ƏA�GSQS�EP�TVIWIRXI�WM�VMXVSZEƉ�5�
%�VEJJSV^EVI�YPXIVMSVQIRXI�MP�GSRGIXXS��MR�EPXVE�TEVXI�HIPPS�WXIWWS�
XIWXS��6MGGM�VIHMKI�YRE�TVMQE�IPIRGE^MSRI�HM�XYXXI�PI�MQQEKMRM�HM�
GMXXʚ�GLI��MR�YR�TIVMSHS�JVE�PE�ƼRI�HIP�<:-�WIGSPS�I�M�TVMQM�HIGIR-

RM�HIP�WYGGIWWMZS��WM�TMGGERS�HM�VEƾKYVEVI�MP�ZIVS��
%RGLI�WI�PƅEPPYWMSRI�EP�ZIVS�VMXVEXXS�TEVXI�HE�EPXVSZI�I�HE�TVMQE���
GM�XVSZMEQS�HM�JVSRXI�E�YRE�ZIVE�I�TVSTVME�XIRHIR^E�GLI�LE�MR�&S-
PSKRE�WIR^E�HYFFMS�YR�TSPS�GYPXYVEPI�HM�TVMQS�TMERS��0S�WXIWWS�
GEVHMREPI�Hʚ�MP�FYSR�IWIQTMS�GSR�MP�Discorso sopra le immagini 
sacre e profane ����� GLI�WM�GSRƼKYVE�GSQI�YRE�XEWWSRSQM-
GE�I�TIVWYEWMZE�STIVE�TVIGIXXMWXMGE�HM�KYMHE�EPPE�VEƾKYVE^MSRI�
HIPPI�MQQEKMRM�MR�GLMEZI�GSRXVSVMJSVQMWXE��)KPM��TSM��ʢ�EƾERGE-
XS�HE� MRXIPPIXXYEPM�GLI�GSQTMSRS��GSQI�WIRXMXS��EREPSKLI�STI-
VE^MSRM� HM� GPEWWMƼGE^MSRI�HIM� WETIVM� TIV� EPXVI�HMWGMTPMRI�� GSQI�
EH� IWIQTMS� 9PMWWI� %PHVSZERHM� TIV� PI� WGMIR^I� REXYVEPM�� 1SPXI�
HIPPI�STIVI�GLI�REWGSRS�MR�UYIWXS�WGSVGMS�HM�WIGSPS�EPPƅSQFVE�
HIPPI�HYI� XSVVM�WIQFVERS�� MRJEXXM��EGGSQYREXI�HEPPE�ZSPSRXʚ�HM�
WMWXIQEXM^^E^MSRI�HIM�WETIVM��YR� VETTIP�ʚ� PƅSVHVI�WIRXMXS�GSQI�
RIGIWWEVMS��ʇ�YR�QSQIRXS�HM�MRXIRWE�I�GSQTPIWWE�IZSPY^MSRI�
GYPXYVEPI��EPPƅMRHSQERM�HIP�'SRGMPMS�HM�8VIRXS�I�E�GEZEPPS� JVE� PI�
WGSTIVXI�HM�'STIVRMGS�������I�UYIPPI�HM�+EPMPIS��ERRM�(MIGM�HIP�
<:--�WIG���VIWTSRWEFMPM�HIPPƅEZZIRXS�HIWXEFMPM^^ERXI�HIPPI�RYSZI�
XISVMI�IPMSGIRXVMGLI��

(IƼRMVI��EPPSVE��PƅMQQEKMRI�HIP�ZIVS��VMGSRƼKYVEVI�YR�QSRHS�VI-
KSPEXS�I�MR�SVHMRI�WIQFVE�IWWIVI�PƅYRMGS�QSHS�TIV�GSRXVEWXEVI�
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YRE�GSQTPIWWMXʚ�GLI�WM�JEXMGE�WIQTVI�TMʰ�E�HSQMREVI��(YRUYI�
UYEP�ʢ�PƅMQQEKMRI�ZIVE�HM�YRE�GMXXʚ��I�HM�&SPSKRE�RIPPS�WTIGMƼGS#�
5YEP�ʢ� PƅMQQEKMRI� MR�KVEHS�HM�VMQERHEVI� MP�ZIVS�VMXVEXXS�HM�YRE�
GMXXʚ#�'SWE�WM�MRXIRHI�TIV�ZIVS#�0E�PIXXIVEXYVE�GVMXMGE�GLI�WM�ʢ�MR-
XIVVSKEXE�WY�UYIWXS�EVKSQIRXS��6MGGM�in primis��QE�ERGLI�0YGME�
2YXM��GLI�LE�HIHMGEXS�YR�PYRKS�GETMXSPS�E�UYIWXS�XIQE�RIP�WYS�
6MXVEXXM�HM�GMXXʚ��QIXXI�MR�VIPE^MSRI�MP�GSRGIXXS�HM�ZIVS�VMXVEXXS�GSR�
MP�VMXVEXXS�EH�ZMZYQ�S�EP�ZIVS��MP�HMWIKRS��HYRUYI��HM�YRE�GMXXʚ�GLI�
WME� VMGSRSWGMFMPI� RIPPE� WYE� GSRƼKYVE^MSRI� TPERMQIXVMGE�� GSWʦ�
GSQI�RIPPI�IQIVKIR^I�QSRYQIRXEPM��7I�PE�WIQTPMGI�TMERXE�KI-
SQIXVMGE� VMWTSRHI� WSPS� E� YRS� HIM� VIUYMWMXM��QIKPMS� WIQFVERS�
JYR^MSREVI�MP�TVSƼPS�I�PE�TVSWTIXXMZE��GSQI�XERXM�IWIQTM��ERGLI�
FSPSKRIWM�� WXERRS�E�HMQSWXVEVI��1E� MP� VMWYPXEXS�RSR�ʢ�WIQTVI�
WSHHMWJEGIRXI��TSMGLʣ�UYIWXM�WMWXIQM�GSQYRUYI�VIWXMXYMWGSRS�
YRƅMQQEKMRI�TEV^MEPI�HIPPE�VIEPXʚ�

'ƅʢ�� MRJEXXM��RIPPE�PSKMGE�HIP�ZIVEVI�PE�GMXXʚ�S�HIP�ZIVS�VMXVEXXS��YR�
EPXVS�EWTIXXS��GLI�WIQFVE�EWWEM�MQTSVXERXI�SPXVI�EPPE�VMGSRSWGM-
FMPMXʚ��IH�ʢ�GLI�PE�GMXXʚ�TSWWE�IWWIVI�GSPXE�RIPPE�WYE�GSQTPIXI^-
^E��GLI�RYPPE�WJYKKE�EPPS�WKYEVHS�HM�GLM�SWWIVZE�MP�HMWIKRS��9RS�
WKYEVHS�HYRUYI�SRRMGSQTVIRWMZS�I�XSXEPM^^ERXI��GLI�WM�SXXMIRI�
KVE^MI�E�YRE�WTIGMƼGE�XMTSPSKME�HM�VEƾKYVE^MSRI��PE�TMERXE�TVS-
WTIXXMGE�S�ZIHYXE�E�ZSPS�HƅYGGIPPS�S�MGRSWGIRSKVEƼE��8VEKKS�PE�
HIWGVM^MSRI�HM�UYIWXS�WMWXIQE�HE�YRS�HIKPM�YPXMQM�GSRXVMFYXM�HM�
'IWEVI�HI�7IXE�WY�UYIWXM�XIQM� 

0E�ƄZIHYXE�E�ZSPS�HƅYGGIPPSƅ�?ʢA�VIEPM^^EXE�HE�YR�TYRXS�HM�ZMWXE�
MQQEKMREVMS�TSWXS� MR�EPXS�RIP�GMIPS� MR�QSHS�HE�VMTVIRHIVI�
MP� WMWXIQE� KISQSVJSPSKMGS� MR� GYM� WM� GSPPSGE� PE� GMXXʚ�� -R� XEP�
GEWS� PƅEYXSVI�WM�EZZEPI�YWYEPQIRXI�HM�YRE�TMERXE�� PE� VYSXE�
TIV� IWMKIR^I�KVEƼGLI�HM� MQTEKMRE^MSRI�S�TIV� HEVI� VMWEPXS�
E�TVMZMPIKMEXM� topoi��7Y�HM�IWWE�GSWXVYMWGI� MR�EWWSRSQIXVME�
SVXSKSREPI��MWSQIXVMGE��HMQIXVMGE�� XVMQIXVMGE�S� MR�EWWSRS-
QIXVME�SFPMUYE��ƄEPPE�QMPMXEVIƅ��ƄEPPE�GEZEPMIVEƅ�SKRM�IHMƼGMS�I�
MR�JSVQE�TWIYHSTVSWTIXXMGE�PE�QSVJSPSKME�GMVGSWXERXI�?ƏA��

8VSZMEQS�GSRJIVQE�HM�UYIWXS�ERGLI�RIPPI�TEVSPI�HM�YR�EVXMWXE��
HM�TSGS�WYGGIWWMZS�EPPƅEZZMS�HIP�JIRSQIRS��*PSVMERS�HEP�&YSRS��
5YIWXM��RIP�������RIPPE�HIHMGE�EP�WYS�6MXVEXXS�SZIVS�TVSƼPS�HIPPE�
GMXXʚ�HM�&SPSKRE���MRZIVS�YRƅƈMFVMHE�GSQFMRE^MSRI�HM�HMZIVWM�WMWXI-
QM�TVSWTIXXMGMƉ��TVIGMWE�� ƈ2SR�GSRWMWXSRS� M� VMXVEXXM�HM�GMXXʚ�RIPPI�
TMERXI�PSVS�?ƏA�QE�RIP�VETTVIWIRXEVPI�XEPM�UYEPM� PƅSGGLMS�HE�YRE�
HIXIVQMREXE�ZMWXE�PI�TYʫ�ZIHIVIƉ���
)H�ʢ�UYM� GLI� WM� MRWMHME� MP� TEVEHSWWS�� TIVGLʣ�WI� PE�TVSWTIXXMZE�
KISQIXVMGE�TVIZIHI�YR�TYRXS�HM�WXE^MSRI�VIEPI��QEKEVM�VMEP^E-
XS��PE�TMERXE�TVSWTIXXMGE��GLI�MRZIGI�TVIWYTTSRI�YR�MQTSWWMFMPI�
TYRXS�HM�WXE^MSRI�RIP�GMIPS�� ʢ�IZMHIRXIQIRXI�YRE�GSWXVY^MSRI�
EVXMƼGMEPI�I��GSQI�HMGI�6MGGM��RSR�VMTVSHYGI�UYIPPS�GLI�WM�ZIHI��
QE�UYIPPS�GLI�WM�WE��-RSPXVI��TIV�VIRHIVI�ZMWMFMPM�EP�QIKPMS�XYXXM�M�
landmarks�VMXIRYXM�MQTSVXERXM�TIV�UYIP�GIRXVS��ZIRKSRS�ETTPMGEXM�
EVXMƼGM�I�WGEVXM�VMWTIXXS�EP�VIEPI��GSQI�EQTPMEQIRXS�HIPPI�WI^MS-
RM�WXVEHEPM��QEKKMSVE^MSRI�HM�WGEPE�HM�IHMƼGM�TMʰ�WMKRMƼGEXMZM��IGG�
8EPI�KMSGS� MRXIPPIXXYEPI� VMWYPXE�EWWEM�TVSPMƼGS��GSQI�HMQSWXVE-
RS�PI�RYQIVSWMWWMQI�MQQEKMRM�HM�GMXXʚ�GLI�MR�UYIWXS�WGSVGMS�HM�
'MRUYIGIRXS�I�RIM�TVMQM�ERRM�HIP�7IMGIRXS�VMIQTMSRS�PI�IHM^MSRM�
E�WXEQTE�HIM�8IEXVM�HM�GMXXʚ��S��HMTMRXI�EH�EJJVIWGS��EHSVRERS�PI�
WIHM�HM�TSXIVI��

1E�GSQI�QEM�XERXE�JSVXYRE#�(SZI�VMWMIHI�MP�JEWGMRS�HM�UYIWXS�
XEKPMS�TEVXMGSPEVI�I�TIVGLʣ�LE�GSWʦ�TVIWE�MR�UYIWXS�QSQIRXS#�
0ƅMPPYWMSRI�HIP�ZSPS�EIVIS��PI�TSWWMFMPMXʚ�MRXVMRWIGLI�RIPPE�ZMWXE�HE�
YR�TYRXS�GSWʦ�IPIZEXS�WSRS�ZIVM�I�TVSTVM�QMXM�EVGLIXMTMGM��YR�WS-
KRS�GLI�LE�EGGSQTEKREXS�HE�WIQTVI�PƅMQQEKMRE^MSRI�HIPPƅYS-
QS��QE��WSTVEXXYXXS��WSRS�TVIVSKEXMZE�HM�IWWIVM�WYTIVMSVM��HMZMRM��
HM�(MS���

-R�TVMRGMTMS�(MS�GVIʫ�MP�GMIPS�I�PE�XIVVE��3VE�PE�XIVVE�IVE�MRJSV-
QI�I�HIWIVXE�I�PI�XIRIFVI�VMGSTVMZERS�PƅEFMWWS�I�PS�WTMVMXS�HM�
(MS�EPIKKMEZE�WYPPI�EGUYI� ?���A�%PPSVE� MP�7MKRSVI�(MS�TPEWQʫ�
HEP� WYSPS� SKRM� WSVXE� HM� FIWXMI� WIPZEXMGLI� I� XYXXM� KPM� YGGIPPM�
HIP�GMIPS�I�PM�GSRHYWWI�EPPƅYSQS��TIV�ZIHIVI�GSQI�PM�EZVIFFI�
GLMEQEXM����

)�ERGSVE��

-P�HMEZSPS�PS�GSRHYWWI�MR�EPXS��KPM�QSWXVʫ�MR�YR�MWXERXI�XYXXM�M�
VIKRM�HIPPE�XIVVE�I�KPM�HMWWI��ƄXM�HEVʫ�XYXXS�UYIWXS�TSXIVI�I�PE�
PSVS�KPSVME��TIVGLʣ�E�QI�ʢ�WXEXE�HEXE�I�MS�PE�HS�E�GLM�ZSKPMS��
4IVGMʫ�WI�XY�XM�TVSWXVIVEM� MR�EHSVE^MSRI�HMRER^M�E�QI��XYXXS�
WEVʚ�XYSƅ�11

6MWYPXE�GLMEVS��QE�IVE�EFFEWXER^E�MRXYMXMZS��GLI�MP�TVMQS�I�TVMR-
GMTEPI�EWTIXXS�PIKEXS�EPPE�ZMWXE�HEPPƅEPXS�ʢ�WIR^ƅEPXVS�MP�WIRXMQIR-
XS�HM�HSQMRMS��HM�TSXIVI�GLI�WM�LE�WY�UYIP�XIVVMXSVMS�
8EPI�HMWTSWMXMZS�ʢ� MRHMZMHYEXS�GSQI�TVIVSKEXMZE� VIKEPI�ERGLI�
RIPPE� PIXXIVEXYVE�ERXVSTSPSKMGE�I�ƼPSWSƼGE��+MPFIVX�(YVERH�� EH�
IWIQTMS��WSXXSPMRIE�GSQI�

PE�JVIUYIRXE^MSRI�HIM�PYSKLM�IPIZEXM��MP�TVSGIWWS�HM�MRKMKERXM-
QIRXS�S�HM�HMZMRM^^E^MSRI�GLI�MWTMVE�SKRM�EPXMXYHMRI�VIRHSRS�
GSRXS�HM�?ƏA�YRƅEXXMXYHMRI�EPPE�ƄGSRXIQTPE^MSRI�QSREVGLMGEƅ�
PIKEXE�EH�EVGLIXMTM�HM�WSZVERE�HSQMRE^MSRI��0E�GSRXIQTPE-
^MSRI�HEPPƅEPXS�HIPPI� WSQQMXʚ�Hʚ� MP� WIRWS�HM� YRƅMQTVSZZMWE�
TEHVSRER^E�HIPPƅYRMZIVWS�12�

-R�IJJIXXM��MP�GSRWIKYIRXI�TVSGIWWS�HM�QMRMEXYVM^^E^MSRI�GLI�GSR-
RSXE�PE�ZMWXE�ʢ�SKKIXXS�HM�YR�MRXIVS�GETMXSPS�HIPPE�Poetica dello 
spazio�HM�+EWXSR�&EGLIPEVH��XVEXXE^MSRI�VMGGE�I�HIRWE�HM�WXMQSPM�
GLI�TSVXIVIFFI�XVSTTS�PSRXERS�MP�RSWXVS�HMWGSVWS��QE�GLI�VIRHI�
VEKMSRI�HM�YR�TIRWMIVS�WXVYXXYVEXS�I�WMKRMƼGEXMZS�MR�UYIWXE�HMVI-
^MSRI����0ƅERXVSTSPSKS�(YVERH��YPXIVMSVQIRXI�I�MR�QSHS�ERGSVE�
TMʰ�TIVXMRIRXI��GSRRIXXI� PE�GSTTME�GSRGIXXYEPI�WSZVERMXʚ�ZMWXE�
HEPPƅEPXS�EPPE�VIWE�KVEƼGE�HIP�TEIWEKKMS�HSQMREXS��

3GGSVVI�MRXIKVEVI�E�UYIWXE�WXVYXXYVE�PMPPMTY^MERE�PƅEVXI�MRXIVE�
HIP�TEIWEKKMS� ?���A� -P�TEIWEKKMS�HMTMRXS�ʢ�WIQTVI�QMGVSGS-
WQS�?ƏA��7M�TSXVIFFI�ERGLI�HMVI�GLI�PI�WXVYXXYVI�TVMZMPIKMEXI�
HE� YRE� GYPXYVE� WM� VMGSRSWGSRS� RIPPE�QEXIVMEPMXʚ� HIPPE� WYE�
MGSRSKVEƼE�14�

9R� EPXVS� KVERHI� HIPPE� HMWGMTPMRE� ERXVSTSPSKMGE�� 'PEYHI� 0ʣZM�
7XVEYWW��EKKMYRKI�YR�YPXIVMSVI�XEWWIPPS�WMKRMƼGEXMZS��

5YEPI� ZMVXʰ� TSWWMIHI� HYRUYI� PE� VMHY^MSRI�� XERXS� RIP� GEWS�
GLI� GSRGIVRE� MP� JSVQEXS�� UYERXS� MR� UYIPPS� GLI� VMKYEVHM� PE�
TVSTVMIXʚ#�7IQFVIVIFFI�VMWYPXEVI�HE�YRE�WSVXE�HM�VSZIWGME-
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QIRXS�HIP�TVSGIWWS�HM�GSRSWGIR^E��TIV�GSRSWGIVI�PƅSKKIX-
XS�VIEPI�RIPPE�WYE�XSXEPMXʚ��RSM�EFFMEQS�WIQTVI�XIRHIR^E�E�
STIVEVI�GSQMRGMERHS�HEPPI�WYI�TEVXM��7M�WYTIVE�PE�VIWMWXIR^E�
GLI�GM�ʢ�STTSWXE��WYHHMZMHIRHSPE��0E�VMHY^MSRI�WGEPEVI�VSZI-
WGME�UYIWXE�WMXYE^MSRI��VMQTMGGMSPMXE��PE�XSXEPMXʚ�HIPPƅSKKIXXS�
HMZMIRI�QIRS� XIQMFMPI�� TIV� MP� JEXXS� HM� IWWIVI� UYERXMXEXMZE-
QIRXI�HMQMRYMXE��GM�WIQFVE�UYEPMXEXMZEQIRXI�WIQTPMƼGEXE��
4Mʰ�IWEXXEQIRXI��UYIWXE� XVEWTSWM^MSRI�UYERXMXEXMZE�EGGVI-
WGI�I�XVEWJIVMWGI�MP�RSWXVS�TSXIVI�WY�YR�SQSPSKS�HIPPE�GSWE��
EXXVEZIVWS�UYIWXS��PE�GSWE�TYʫ�IWWIVI�GSPXE��WSTTIWEXE�RIP-
PE�QERS��EJJIVVEXE�GSR�YR�WSPS�GSPTS�HƅSGGLMS�?���A�0E�GSRS-
WGIR^E�HIP�XYXXS�TVIGIHI�UYIPPE�HIPPI�TEVXM��)�ERGLI�WI�RSR�ʢ�
EPXVS�GLI�YRƅMPPYWMSRI��PS�WGSTS�HIP�TVSGIHMQIRXS�ʢ�HM�GVIEVI�
S�HM�GSRWIVZEVI�UYIWXE�MPPYWMSRI��GLI�KVEXMƼGE�PƅMRXIPPMKIR^E�I�
PE�WIRWMFMPMXʚ�HM�YR�TMEGIVI�GLI��ERGLI�WY�UYIWXE�WSPE�FEWI��
TYʫ�KMʚ�IWWIVI�HIƼRMXS�IWXIXMGS�15�

9R� TMEGIVI� GLI� LE� EXXVEZIVWEXS� PE� PIXXIVEXYVE� HM� XYXXM� M� XIQTM��
:SVVIM�GMXEVI�UYM�YR�TEWWS�HIPPƅ%VMSWXS�GLI�VIKEPE�E�6YKKMIVS�PE�
TSWWMFMPMXʚ�HM�GEZEPGEVI�YR�GEZEPPS�EPEXS�GSRWIRXIRHSKPM�HM�JEVI�
YR�ZIVS�I�TVSTVMS�KMVS�HIP�QSRHS�HIWGVMXXS�MR�TSGLM�ZIVWM�

5YMRHM�TEVXʧ�6YKKMIV��QE�RSR�VMZIRRI
TIV�UYIPPE�ZME�GLI�JIƅ�KMʛ�WYS�QEP�KVEHS�
EPPSV�GLI�WIQTVI�PƅMTTSKVMJS�MP�XIRRI
WSTVE�MP�QEVI��I�XIVVIR�ZMHI�HM�VEHS�
QE�TSXIRHSKPM�SV�JEV�FEXXIV�PI�TIRRI
HM�UYE�HM�Pʛ��HSZI�TMʱ�KPM�IVE�E�KVEHS�
ZSPWI�EP�VMXSVRS�JEV�RYSZS�WIRXMIVS�
GSQI��WGLMZERHS�)VSHI��M�1EKM�JʤVS�
%P�ZIRMV�UYMZM��IVE��PEWGMERHS�7TEKRE�
ZIRYXS�-RHME�E�XVSZEV�TIV�HVMXXE�VMKE�
Pʛ�HSZI�MP�QEVI�SVʩIRXEM�PE�FEKRE�
HSZI�YRE�JEXE�EZIE�GSR�PƅEPXVE�FVMKE�
3V�ZIHIV�WM�HMWTSWI�EPXVE�GEQTEKRE�
GLI�UYIPPE�HSZI�M�ZIRXM�)SPS�MRWXMKE�
I�ƼRMV�XYXXS�MP�GSQMRGMEXS�XSRHS�
TIV�EZIV��GSQI�MP�WSP��KMVEXS�MP�QSRHS�
5YMRGM�MP�'EXEMS��I�UYMRHM�1ERKʩERE
WSTVE�MP�KVER�5YMRWEʧ�ZMHI�TEWWERHS�
ZSPʫ�WSTVE�Pƅ-QEZS��I�7IVMGERE
PEWGMʫ�E�QER�HIWXVE��I�WIQTVI�HIGPMRERHS
HE�PƅMTIVFSVIM�7GMXM�E�PƅSRHE�MVGERE�
KMYRWI�EPPI�TEVXM�HM�7EVQE^ME��I�UYERHS
JY�HSZI�%WME�HE�)YVSTE�WM�HMZMHI�
6YWWM�I�4VYXIRM�I�PE�4SQIVME�ZMHI��
&IR�GLI�HM�6YKKMIV�JSWWI�SKRM�HIWMVI
HM�VMXSVREVI�E�&VEHEQERXI�TVIWXS�
TYV��KYWXEXS�MP�TMEGIV�GLƅEZIE�HM�KMVI
GIVGERHS�MP�QSRHS��RSR�VIWXʫ�TIV�UYIWXS�
GLƅEPPM�4SPPEGGLM��EKPM�9RKEVM�ZIRMVI
RSR�ZSPIWWI�ERGS��EPPM�+IVQERM��I�EP�VIWXS
HM�UYIPPE�FSVIEPI�SVVMHE�XIVVE�
I�ZIRRI�EP�ƼR�RI�PƅYPXMQE�-RKLMPXIVVE�
2SR�GVIHMEXI��7MKRSV��GLI�TIVʫ�WXME
TIV�Wʧ�PYRKS�GEQMR�WIQTVI�WY�PƅEPI�
SKRM�WIVE�EPPƅEPFIVKS�WI�RI�KʧE�
WGLMZERHS�E�WYS�TSXIV�HƅEPPSKKMEV�QEPI�

)�WTIWI�KMSVRM�I�QIWM�MR�UYIWXE�ZME�
Wʧ�HM�ZIHIV�PE�XIVVE�I�MP�QEV�KPM�GEPI�?ƏA���

-P�VMQERHS�E�YRƅSTIVE��GSQI�Pƅ3VPERHS�*YVMSWS��XMTMGE�IWTVIWWMS-
RI�HM�YRE�GYPXYVE�HM�GSVXI��ʢ�VIJIVIR^E��GVIHS��EFFEWXER^E�TIVXM-
RIRXI��QE�WIQFVE�GLI�WME�EWWEM�TMʰ�MRXIVIWWERXI�PƅEZIV�XVSZEXS�
RIKPM�)WIVGM^M�WTMVMXYEPM�HM� -KRE^MS�HM�0S]SPE�YR�GLMEVS�VMQERHS�
EPPE�ZMWXE�HEPPƅEPXS��7XEQTEXM�MR�PEXMRS�PE�TVMQE�ZSPXE�RIP�������QE�
GMVGSPERXM�MR�IHM^MSRM�TMʰ�IWXIQTSVERII��KPM�)WIVGM^M�WSRS�TVEXMGE�
HM�QIHMXE^MSRI�GSRHMZMWE�HE�WEGIVHSXM� I�HIZSXM� GLI�HIHMGERS�
TEVXI�HIP�PSVS�XIQTS�EPPƅMQQEKMRE^MSRI�HM�WMXYE^MSRM�WGVMXXYVEPM��
-P�mettersi nei panni di�S�MP�ZIHIVI�GSR�PƅMQQEKMRE^MSRI�JYR^MSRE-
RS�GSQI�HMWTSWMXMZS�HM�IQTEXME�GSR�PE�HMZMRMXʚ�I�HYRUYI�TSM�HM�
TIVWYEWMSRI����2IPPS�WTIGMƼGS�HIPPE�QIHMXE^MSRI�HIPPE�WIGSRHE�
WIXXMQERE�� MR� GYM� MP� TIRMXIRXI� ʢ� MRHSXXS� E� VIRHIVWM� GSRXS�HIPPE�
HMJJYWMSRI�HIP�TIGGEXS�WYPPE� XIVVE�I�HIP� GSRWIKYIRXI�FMWSKRS�
HM�MQQIHMEXS�VEZZIHMQIRXS��ʢ�TVIZMWXE�PE�GSRXIQTPE^MSRI�HIPPI�
ƈXVI�TIVWSRI�HMZMRI�?GLIA�KYEVHEZERS�XYXXE�PE�TMERYVE�S�VSXSRHMXʚ�
HM�XYXXS�MP�QSRHSƉ����
0ƅMQTSVXER^E� HIPPƅMQQEKMRE^MSRI� TIV� PE� GYPXYVE� HƅIXʚ� QSHIV-
RE� ʢ�� GSQI� JSVWI� RSXS�� IPIZEXMWWMQE�� ʢ� ƈYRE� JEGSPXʚ� GIRXVEPI�Ɖ�
WYKKIVMWGI� PS� WXYHMSWS�(EZMH�+ER^���� ƈGLI� EPPS� WXIWWS� XIQTS�
TSRIZE� PƅSGGLMS� MR�YRE�TSWM^MSRI�TVMZMPIKMEXE� VMWTIXXS�EKPM�EPXVM�
SVKERM�HIPPE�TIVGI^MSRI��3GGLMS�I� MQQEKMRE^MSRI�EZIZERS�YR�
VETTSVXS�HM�TEVXMGSPEVI�EƾRMXʚ�GLI�RIWWYR�SVKERS�HIPPE�TIVGI-
^MSRI�YQERE�IVE�MR�KVEHS�HM�IKYEKPMEVIƉ��GSWE�HM�GYM�ʢ�GSRWETI-
ZSPI�ERGLI�+EFVMIPI�4EPISXXM�GLI�WIRXI��RIP�TVMQS�PMFVS�HIP�WYS�
XVEXXEXS��HM�HSZIV�TVIGMWEVI��

4SXVIWWMQS� GSQMRGMEVI� HE� UYIPPS�� GLI� ZMIRI� EƾVQEXS� HE�
ƼPSWSƼ�
QIHMGM��HMGIRHS�GLI�WIGSRHS� M�ZEVMN�GSRGIXXM��GLI�
ETTVIRHI�PE�RSWXVE�JERXEWME�HEPPE�JSVQE�HIPPI�GSWI��WM�JERRS�
MR�IWWE�GSWʦ�WEPHI� MQTVIWWMSRM�� GLI�HE�UYIPPI�RI�HIVMZERS�
EPXIVE^MSRM�� 
WIKRM� RSXEFMPM� RIM� GSVTMƏ� )WWIRHS� HYRUYI� PE�
MQEKMREXMZE�RSWXVE�GSWʦ�EXXE�E�VMGIZIVI�XEPM�MQTVIWWMSRM��RSR�
ʢ�HYFFMS�RSR�GM�IWWIVI�WXVYQIRXS�TMʰ�JSVXI��S�TMʰ�IƾGEGI�E�
GMʫ��HIPPI�MQQEKMRM�JEXXI�EP�ZMZS��GLI�UYEWM�ZMSPIRXERS�M�WIRWM�
MRGEYXM�?ƏA�20

)�WYPPƅEKKIXXMZS�incauto�RSR�WM�TYʫ�RSR�GMXEVI�YR�EPXVS�TIVWSREK-
KMS��ETTEVXIRIRXI�EP�QMXS�I�EPPE�GPEWWMGMXʚ��GSWXYM�LE�MRXIVIWWEXS�
KPM� MRXIPPIXXYEPM�HM� XYXXM� M� XIQTM�TSMGLʣ��RIP�HIWMHIVMS�IWXVIQS�HM�
IPIZE^MSRI��LE�TIGGEXS�HM�L]FVMW�ƼRS�E�TEKEVI�GSR�PE�ZMXE��7M�TEV-
PE�REXYVEPQIRXI�HM�-GEVS��4IV�WSVXMVI�HEPPE�GSQTPIWWMXʚ�RIJEWXE�
HIP� PEFMVMRXS��(IHEPS�I� -GEVS�QIXXSRS� PI�EPM� I� XEPI� GSWXVY^MSRI�
GLI��HEPPƅMRXIVRS��VMWYPXEZE�YRE�XVETTSPE�WIR^E�WIRWS��HEPPƅIWXIV-
RS��HEPPƅEPXS��HMZIRXE�MRXIPPMKMFMPI�I�RSR�JE�TMʰ�EPGYRE�TEYVE��-RZMXS�
E�RSXEVI�UYM�GSQI�PE�ZIHYXE�HEPPƅEPXS�ZEHE�E�XSGGEVI�WIRWMFMPMWWM-
QI�GSVHI��ERGLI�TWMGSPSKMGLI��RIPPE�VMGIVGE�HM�YR�HMWXEGGS�HEPPI�
GSWI�GLI�EZZMIRI�ETTYRXS�EPPSRXERERHSWM�HE�IWWI��TIV�RSR�IW-
WIVRI�WSTVEJJEXXM�S�TIV�QIKPMS�cum-prehenderle��-P�KMSZERI�-GE-
VS��RSR�GSRXIRXS�HM�IWWIVWM�EPPSRXEREXS�HEPPE�WYE�TVMKMSRI��RSR�
YWE�KMYHM^MSWEQIRXI�PE�WYE�PMFIVXʚ�I�SWE��
-RJEXXM��GSQI�QIXXI�MR�PYGI�'EVPS�+MR^FYVK21�RIM�PMFVM�HM�IQFPIQM�
HMJJYWM�RIP�'MRUYIGIRXS��WTIWWS�PƅMQQEKMRI�HM�-GEVS�ʢ�EGGSQTE-
KREXE�HE�QSXXM�GLI�WSXXSPMRIERS�MP�HMZMIXS�HM�GSRSWGIVI�PI�cose 
EPXI��GSQI�EH� IWIQTMS� ƈUYEI� WYTVE�RSW�� IE� RMLMP� EH�RSWƉ� �ƈHM�
GMʫ�GLI�ʢ�EP�HM� WSTVE�HM�RSM�� RSR�HSFFMEQS�SGGYTEVGMƉ�� -GEVS�
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UYM�VETTVIWIRXE�XYXXM�KPM�WGMIR^MEXM��EWXVSRSQM��ƼPSWSƼ�I�XISPSKM�
GLI�RIPPS�WGSVGMS�HIP�<:-�WIGSPS�VIWXERS�EZZMPYTTEXM�HEP�JEWGM-
RS�I�HEPPƅEVHMXI^^E�HIPPI�XISVMI�IPMSGIRXVMGLI�GLI�GSQMRGMERS�E�
HMJJSRHIVWM��)ƅ�WMRXSQEXMGS�TIVʫ�GLI�MR�WIKYMXS��GSP�TVSKVIWWMZS��
FIRGLʣ� PIRXMWWMQS�� EGGSKPMQIRXS�HIM� TVSKVIWWM� WGMIRXMƼGM�� ER-
GLI�PE�ƼKYVE�HM� -GEVS�GEQFM�HM�EGGI^MSRI�I�WIQTVI�RIM� PMFVM�HM�
IQFPIQM�HYVERXI�MP�7IMGIRXS�WME�EZZMGMREXE�E�GSRGIXXM�HM�EYHE-
GME��GYVMSWMXʚ�I�SVKSKPMS�MRXIPPIXXYEPI��
2IP�������%RWIPQI�HI�&SSX��EYXSVI�HM�YR�ZSPYQI�HEP�XMXSPS�7]Q-
bola Varia��EGGSQTEKRIVʚ�PE�ƼKYVE�HM�-GEVS�EP�QSXXS��ƈ2MP�PMRUYI-
VI� MREYWYQƉ�22�5YM� -GEVS��TIVJIXXEQIRXI�TEHVSRI�HIP�WYS�ZSPS��
WIQFVE�HIƼRMXMZEQIRXI�HMZIRYXS�YR�IVSI�TSWMXMZS�

6MXSVRERHS�EP�XIQE�HIP�TEVEHSWWS��VIWXE�HE�GETMVI�TIVGLʣ�UYI-
WXE�GYPXYVE�XEVHS�GMRUYIGIRXIWGE�WIRXE�MP�FMWSKRS�HM�YR�ETTVSG-
GMS�SPSKVEƼGS�I�XSXEPM^^ERXI�UYEPI�UYIPPS�GLI�KPM�HIVMZE�HEP�HS-
QMREVI�HEPPƅEPXS�MP�TVSTVMS�WTE^MS�GSRSWGMYXS��ETTVSGGMS�GLI�LE�
MR�Wʣ�MP�KIVQI�MRUYMIXS��WJYKKIRXI�HM�YRE�VIEPXʚ�GLI�ʢ�MRZIGI�YRE�
ZMWMSRI�I�UYMRHM�RSR�LE�RYPPE�HM�VIEPI��7IQFVE�UYEWM�MP�GERXS�HIP�
GMKRS�HM�YRE�ZSPSRXʚ�XYXXE�ERXVSTSGIRXVMGE�HM�cum-prehendere�
UYIPPS�GLI�SVQEM�WJYKKI��)WEXXEQIRXI�GSQI�MP�'SRGMPMS�HM�8VIR-
XS�I� PE�'LMIWE�HIPPE�'SRXVSVMJSVQE�LERRS�XIRXEXS�HM�HSQMREVI�
YRE�GSQTPIWWMXʚ�GLI�SVQEM�JEXMGERS�E�KSZIVREVI��0I�GMXXʚ�WSRS��
MR� UYIWXS� WGSVGMS� HM� WIGSPS�� WSXXSTSWXI� E� XVEWJSVQE^MSRM� GLI�
QMVERS�E�GSRRIXXIVI�TMʰ�ZIPSGIQIRXI�TYRXM�PSRXERM�HIPPƅEFMXEXS��
XVEQMXI�PYRKLM�GEREPM�WXVEHEPM��)�UYERHS�PI�HMWXER^I�WSRS�RSXI-
ZSPM�Ɓ�ʢ��EH�IWIQTMS��MP�GEWS�HM�6SQE�Ɓ�7MWXS�:�WIRXI�MP�FMWSKRS�
HM�XVEKYEVHEVI�PƅSVM^^SRXI�PSRXERS�GSR�JYSGLM�TVSWTIXXMGM�GSWXM-
XYMXM�HE�FEWMPMGLI�S�HE�SFIPMWGLM���

�
0ƅYSQS�RSR�ʢ�TMʰ�QMWYVE�HM�XYXXI�PI�GSWI��I�HSTS�'SPSQFS��Pƅ)Y-
VSTE�RSR�ʢ�TMʰ�EP�GIRXVS�HIP�QSRHS��GSWʦ�GSQI� PE� XIVVE��RIPPI�
RYSZI�I�XVEWKVIWWMZI�XISVMI�HM�'STIVRMGS�I�/ITPIVS��LE�TIVWS�MP�
VYSPS�HM� GIRXVS�HIPPƅYRMZIVWS�� 0I� MQQEKMRM� HEPPƅEPXS� WM� GSRƼKY-
VERS�GSQI� JYKLI�EPPƅMRƼRMXS��QE�GSVVIXXI�I� XVEXXIRYXI��YR� MVVI-
EPMWXMGS�ZSPS�HƅYGGIPPS��QE�TIV�KYEVHEVI� MP�TVSTVMS�GSRSWGMYXS��
S� GSQYRUYI� MP� VIXMGSPS�SVHMREXS� I� VEWWMGYVERXI�HM� YR� MRWMIQI�
YVFERS�� MR�YRE�VEƾKYVE^MSRI�GLI� MFVMHE� PE�QMWYVE�KISQIXVMGE�
GSR�PƅIZMHIR^E�TMXXSVMGE��

-P�TEWWEKKMS�GVSRSPSKMGEQIRXI�WYFMXS�WYGGIWWMZS��WMEQS�KMʚ�MR�
ITSGE�FEVSGGE��PS�HIPMRIE�0ISREVHS�&IRIZSPS�RIP�WYS�La cattu-
VE�HIPPƅMRƼRMXS��

0E�HMPEXE^MSRI�HIPPI�QMWYVI�TVSWTIXXMGLI�ƼRS�EP� PMQMXI�HIP-
PE�TIVGI^MSRI�ZMWMZE�REWGI�HE�YRE�WMXYE^MSRI�GEVEXXIVMWXMGE�
HIPPE�GYPXYVE�FEVSGGE��PƅEWTIXXEXMZE�HIPPE�GSRJIVQE�HIPPI�VI-
KSPI�TVSWTIXXMGLI�RIPPE�RYSZE�WGEPE�WM�MRXVIGGME�GSP�XMQSVI�I�
PƅIQS^MSRI�GLI�UYIPPI�VIKSPI�ZIRKERS�QIRS�?ƏA����

-P�XMQSVI�I�PƅIQS^MSRI��EJJIVQE�PS�WXSVMGS�HIPPƅEVGLMXIXXYVE��WSRS�
M�WIRXMQIRXM�GLI�WM�EJJEGGMERS�UYERHS�WM�GSRHYGI�PE�TIVGI^MSRI�
HIPPS�WTE^MS�QMWYVEFMPI�EPPI�IWXVIQI�GSRWIKYIR^I��XSVRERS�UYM�
EPPE�QIRXI�KPM�WGVMXXM�HM�4EPISXXM��WYPPE�WXIWWE�PYRKLI^^E�HƅSRHE��E�
TVSTSWMXS�HM�UYIPPI�MQQEKMRM��JEXXI�E�ZMZS��GLI��PYM�HMGIZE��UYEWM�
ƈZMSPIRXERS�M�WIRWM�MRGEYXMƉ�25�'M�WM�XVSZE�HM�JVSRXI�ZIVEQIRXI�E�YR�
QSQIRXS�HM�WZSPXE��PE�ƼRI�HM�YRƅITSGE��WY�YR�TIVMGSPSWS�GVMRE-
PI�JVE�SVXSHSWWME�IH�IVIWME����4IVMSHS�VMGGLMWWMQS�I�GSQTPIWWS�

HYRUYI��RIP�UYEPI��TIV�VMTVIRHIVI�PI�TEVSPI�HM�+MSZERRM�6MGGM�HE�
GYM�XYXXS�ʢ�TEVXMXS�� MP� XIQTS�HIPPE�ZIVMXʚ�ZE�ZME�ZME�IWEYVIRHSWM�
I��GSR�PƅEGGIRHIVWM�HIM�0YQM��WM�IRXVIVʚ�HIGMWEQIRXI�RIP�XIQTS�
HIPPƅIWEXXI^^E�����
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ABSTRACT
The contribution illustrates the paradox between the desire expressed 
in a generalized way to verare, that is to represent the city in reality, and 
the result of this reproduction which very often coincides with a view 
from above. For the times – the late-sixteenth century – such views 
were rare, if not impossible. This essay investigates the anthropological 
implications of this conceptual device, which generally refers to the 
need of dominating the space. The numerous variations in which this 
occurs, however, pertain not only to the political or administrative 
sphere, but also to the wide field of knowledge and religious certainties, 
not by chance put more and more into question by the advance of the 
Protestant Reformation. It’s thus no coincidence that the bird’s-eye view, 
full of fascination because it procures vertigo and deludes us to see 
how God sees, becomes an expressive stratagem in a period of loss of 
certainties and refounding of knowledge such as the crucial decades of 
transition between the Renaissance and Baroque.
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