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ABSTRACT
0I�HSXM�QMRMEXYVMWXMGLI�I�GEPPMKVEƼGLI�HM�'LIVYFMRS�+LMVEVHEGGM�I�PE�XSVQIRXEXE�ZMGIRHE�IHMXSVMEPI�
HIPPE�WYE�STIVE�TMʰ�GIPIFVI��PE�,MWXSVME�HM�&SPSKRE��LERRS�JEXXS�Wʦ�GLI�UYERXM�WM�WSRS�SGGYTEXM�HM�PYM�
RIP�GSVWS�HIP�XIQTS�EFFMERS�ƼRMXS�TIV�XVEWGYVEVI�EPXVM�EWTIXXM�HIPPE�WYE�RSR�FVIZI�ZMXE��EWTIXXM�GLI�
TYVI�GSRGSVWIVS�E�MRƽYIR^EVRI�PE�QIRXEPMXʚ��PI�EXXMXYHMRM��PE�WXIWWE�FMSKVEƼE��-P�TVIWIRXI�GSRXVMFYXS�
MRXIRHI�VMTSVXEVI�EPPE�PYGI�YRS�HM�UYIWXM�IPIQIRXM��WTIWWS�VMGSVHEXS�HEKPM�EYXSVM�QE�QEM�ETTVSJSR-
HMXS�RIPPI�WYI�MQTPMGE^MSRM��PƅEXXMZMXʚ�HM�+LMVEVHEGGM�GSQI�TEVVSGS�HM�7��'IGMPME��MRGEVMGS�GLI�VMGSTVʦ�
RIPPƅYPXMQS�UYEVXS�HIPPE�ZMXE��0ƅEREPMWM�HM�EPGYRM�HSGYQIRXM�GSRWIVZEXM�TVIWWS�Pƅ%VGLMZMS�%VGMZIWGSZMPI�
HM�&SPSKRE��XEPZSPXE�EYXSKVEƼ��MR�TEVXI�KMʚ�RSXM�QE�MRIHMXM��XIRXE�HM�VIMRWIVMVI�PS�WXSVMSKVEJS�FSPSKRIWI�
RIP�TERSVEQE�IGGPIWMEPI�HM�UYIP�TIVMSHS�GLI��GSQI�RSXS��IFFI�MR�&SPSKRE��KVE^MI�EPPƅMQTYPWS�MQTVIW-
WS�HEP�GEVH��+EFVMIPI�4EPISXXM��YRS�HIM�TVMRGMTEPM�FERGLM�HM�TVSZE�MR�ZMWXE�HIPPE�VIGI^MSRI�HIP�GSRGMPMS�
HM�8VIRXS��GSRGPYWSWM�TSGLM�HIGIRRM�TVMQE��)RXVS�UYIWXE�GSVRMGI��MP�GSRXVMFYXS�QMVE�E�ZIVMƼGEVI�WI�
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L0E�ƼKYVE�HM�'LIVYFMRS�+LMVEVHEGGM1�LE�KSHYXS�RIPPƅYPXMQS�WIGS-
PS�HM�YR�MRXIVIWWI�ZME�ZME�GVIWGIRXI�HE�TEVXI�HIKPM�WXYHMSWM��MRJEX-
XM��HSTS�UYERXS�HEXS�EPPI�WXEQTI�WYP�WYS�GSRXS�RIP�GSVWS�HIP�HM-
GMSXXIWMQS�I�HMGMERRSZIWMQS�WIGSPS�2�WM�HIZI�EH�%PFERS�7SVFIPPM�
PE�TVMQE�I�TMʰ�SVKERMGE�GSQTMPE^MSRI� MR�QIVMXS�EPPE�ZMXE�I�EPPI�
STIVI�HIP�GIPIFVI�IVYHMXS��� -R�WIKYMXS�YPXIVMSVM� MRHEKMRM�WM�WSRS�
WZMPYTTEXI� WIKYIRHS�HYI� EQFMXM� HM� VMGIVGE� VMQEWXM� TVIWWSGLʣ�
HMWXMRXM��(E�YR�PEXS��WYPPE�WGSVXE�HIP�QSRYQIRXEPI�PEZSVS�WSVFIP-
PMERS��+MRE�*EWSPM�LE�HEXS�EZZMS�E�YRE�WIVMI�HM�ETTVSJSRHMQIRXM�
VMGSRHYGMFMPM� EP� ƼPSRI�HIPPE� WXSVME� HIPPE� WXSVMSKVEƼE�4� PE� WMRXIWM�
TMʰ�VIGIRXI�HM�YRE�WMQMPI�MQTSWXE^MSRI�ʢ�WXEXE�SJJIVXE�HE�*YPZMS�
4I^^EVSWWE�5�(EPPƅEPXVS�PEXS��MRZIGI��E�TEVXMVI�HEKPM�WXYHM�HIHMGE-
XM�EP�GEVH��+EFVMIPI�4EPISXXM��PI�VMGIVGLI�HM�4ESPS�4VSHM���WIKYMXS�
HE�1EVMS�*ERXM���LERRS�WSTVEXXYXXS�VMGSPPSGEXS�+LMVEVHEGGM�JVE�M�
TVSXEKSRMWXM�HIPPE�WXEKMSRI�GYPXYVEPI�FSPSKRIWI�HIP�WYS�XIQTS��

0E�VMGSVVIR^E�GMRUYIGIRXIREVME�HIPPE�REWGMXE�HIPPS�WXSVMSKVEJS�
LE�STTSVXYREQIRXI�TIVQIWWS�HM�RSR� MRXIVVSQTIVI�YRE�XVEHM-
^MSRI�HM�GSRXVMFYXM�GSWʦ�ƼSVIRXI�I�GSRWSPMHEXE�� JSVRIRHS�WIQ-
QEM�PƅSTTSVXYRMXʚ�HM�VMTVIRHIVI�I�ETTVSJSRHMVI�YRE�TIVWSREPMXʚ�
XERXS�TIGYPMEVI�EPPE�PYGI�HIPPI�VIGIRXM�EGUYMWM^MSRM�WXSVMSKVEƼGLI�
I�HIM�ƼPSRM�HM�WXYHMS�TMʰ�EKKMSVREXM��-R�IJJIXXM� PI�TMWXI�HM�VMGIVGE�
WY�+LMVEVHEGGM�WIQFVERS�PYRKM�HEPPƅIWEYVMVWM��EH�IWIQTMS�UYIPPI�
ETTIRE�VMGSVHEXI�WSRS�TIVGSVWI�XYXXSVE�GSR�TVSƼXXS��%PXVI�ET-
TEMSRS�MRZIGI�QIRS�MRHEKEXI��TYV�VMKYEVHERHS�EWTIXXM�GLI�GSR-
GSVWIVS�RIPPƅMRƽYIR^EVI�PE�QIRXEPMXʚ��PI�EXXMXYHMRM��PE�WXIWWE�FMS-
KVEƼE�HIPPƅIVYHMXS�� -P�TVIWIRXI�GSRXVMFYXS� MRXIRHI�VMTSVXEVI�EPPE�
PYGI�YRS�HM�UYIWXM�IPIQIRXM��WTIWWS� VMGSVHEXS�HEKPM�EYXSVM�QE�
QEM�ETTVSJSRHMXS�RIPPI�WYI�MQTPMGE^MSRM��PƅEXXMZMXʚ�HM�+LMVEVHEGGM�
GSQI�TEVVSGS�HM�7��'IGMPME��JYR^MSRI�GLI�VMGSTVʦ�RIKPM�YPXMQM�PY-
WXVM�HIPPE�ZMXE��Fig. 1

1 
Ingresso alla chiesa di S. Cecilia, Bologna. 

*SXSKVEƼE�HM�7MQSRI�1EVGLIWERM������
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1EVMS�*ERXM�LE�IWTSWXS�TIV�WSQQM�GETM�MR�GLI�GSWE�WME�GSRWM-
WXMXS�XEPI�MRGEVMGS�E�TEVXMVI�HE�EPGYRM�EYXSKVEƼ�HIPPƅEKSWXMRMERS�
TIVZIRYXM�ƼRS�E�RSM��

7M�XVSZERS�XYXXM�RIP�TVMQS�PMFVS�HIM�QEXVMQSRM�HM�GYM�SGGYTE-
RS�PI�GG����V����Z��I�VMKYEVHERS�YR�TIVMSHS�HM�XIQTS�GLI�ZE�
HEP����KMYKRS������EP����KIRREMS�������WSRS�KPM�EXXM�EXXI-
WXERXM�PI�EZZIRYXI�TYFFPMGE^MSRM�GERSRMGLI�I�PE�GIPIFVE^MS-
RI�HIM�QEXVMQSRM�MR�TEVVSGGLME��VIHEXXM�MRXIVEQIRXI��I�RSR�
WSPS�ƼVQEXM�HM�TYKRS�HIP�+LMVEVHEGGM�� -RSPXVI�RIPPS�WXIWWS�
VIKMWXVS��QE�VMGSQMRGMERHS�HEP�JSRHS�I�TIVGMʫ�E�ZSPYQI�GE-
TSZSPXS��ZM�WSRS��WIQTVI�HM�QERS�HIP�+LMVEVHEGGM��YRS�WXEXS�
HIPPI�ERMQI�WIR^E�HEXE�GLI�SGGYTE�PI�GG��GLI��WIGSRHS�PE�
RYQIVE^MSRI�HEXE�EP�VIKMWXVS�RIP�ZIVWS�KMYWXS��VIGERS�M�RY-
QIVM�HE����Z��E����V��� I�YR� MRZIRXEVMS�HIPPE�GLMIWE�HEXEXS�
������GLI�SGGYTE�PI�GG��GSVVMWTSRHIRXM�EM�RYQIVM���Z��I���V��
4IV�KPM�ERRM�MR�GYM�MP�JVEXI�JY�TEVVSGS�HM�7��'IGMPME�RSR�IWMWXSRS�
EPXVM�VIKMWXVM��Rʣ�HIM�GVIWMQEXM��Rʣ�HIM�QSVXM��Rʣ�HIKPM�WXEXM�HIPPI�
ERMQI�10�Fig. 2

(YRUYI��WM�TSXVIFFI�WMRXIXM^^EVI��+LMVEVHEGGM�WM�HMQSWXVʫ�QIXM-
GSPSWS�RIPPE�GSQTMPE^MSRI�HIM�HSGYQIRXM�TVIWGVMXXM�HEP�GSRGMPMS�
XVMHIRXMRS�HYVERXI�MP�WYS�QERHEXS�E�7��'IGMPME��MRGEVMGS�GLI��WYP-
PE�FEWI�HM�UYIWXM�EYXSKVEƼ�I�HM�EPXVM��KMʚ�MRHMZMHYEXM�HE�7SVFIPPM�11�ʢ�
WXEXS�XVEHM^MSREPQIRXI�GMVGSWGVMXXS�JVE�MP������IH�MP������
8YXXEZME�PƅEXXMZMXʚ�HM�YR�TEVVSGS�IGGIHI�PE�QIVE�VIKMWXVE^MSRI�HIM�
WEGVEQIRXM��TIVXERXS�WEVʚ�YXMPI�GSRXIWXYEPM^^EVPE�VMGSVVIRHS�EH�
EPXVI�JSRXM��%�XEP�ƼRI�GM�WSGGSVVSRS�PI�ZMWMXI�TEWXSVEPM��RIPPƅEVGS�HM�
XIQTS�ETTIRE�VMGSVHEXS�WI�RI�XIRRIVS�UYEXXVS�EPPE�GLMIWE�HM�7��
'IGMPME��0E�TVMQE�WM�WZSPWI��EH�STIVE�HM�4ESPS�+VEWWM��WYJJVEKE-
RIS�HIP�GEVHMREPI�12�MP���PYKPMS���������HYRUYI�RSR�QSPXS�XIQTS�
HSTS�PE�TVIWE�HM�TSWWIWWS�HM�+LMVEVHEGGM��-P�KMYHM^MS�JY�GSQTPIW-
WMZEQIRXI�TSWMXMZS��E�IGGI^MSRI�HM�EPGYRI�QMKPMSVMI�RIGIWWEVMI�
RIKPM�EPXEVM��WSTVEXXYXXS�MP�TEVVSGS�HMIHI�FYSRE�XIWXMQSRMER^E�MR�
JEZSVI�HIM�TEVVSGGLMERM��HEM�UYEPM�JY�VMGEQFMEXS��
0E�WIGSRHE�ZMWMXE�� VMWEPIRXI�EP����KIRREMS������14� VMWYPXʫ�QSP-
XS�TMʰ�WIZIVE�� JSVWI�ERGLI�E� JVSRXI�HM�YRƅMRZIWXMKE^MSRI�EWWEM�
HIXXEKPMEXE�HE�TEVXI�HIP�ZMWMXEXSVI��GVIFFI� MP�RYQIVS�HM�HIGVIXM�
MR� VMJIVMQIRXS�EKPM� EPXEVM� I� ERGLI� PI�HSXE^MSRM� HM� WEKVIWXME�HS-
ZIXXIVS� ETTEVMVI� RSR� GSQTPIXEQIRXI� WSHHMWJEGIRXM�� %�+LMVEV-
HEGGM� JY� MRJEXXM� MRXMQEXS� ƈGLI� TMʰ� RSR� WƅEHSTVM� MP�QIWWEPI� GLI�
ʢ�XYXXS�WXVEGMEXSƉ�I��HM�GSRWIKYIR^E�� ƈGLI�WM�TVSZIHIWWI�HƅYRS�
TEVS�HM�QIWWEPM�RSZMƉ��ʇ�ZIVS�TSM�GLI�MP�TEVVSGS�ƈTVIWIRXʫ�MP�PMFVS�
HI�QEXVMQSRMM�IX�HIPPE�GVIWMQEƉ�15�QE�MP�ZMWMXEXSVI�RSR�PM�VMXIRRI�
WYƾGMIRXM�� ƈSVHMRʫ�YRS� PMFVS�TIV� PM�QSVXM� IX�YRƅEPXVS�TIV� PE� ZMWM-
XEƉ��8VEWGSVWM�HMZIVWM�ERRM��PE�WMXYE^MSRI�ETTEVMZE�VEHMGEPQIRXI�
QMKPMSVEXE�� MP� �� ETVMPI� ����� PE�QEKKMSV� TEVXI� HIKPM� EQFMIRXM� I�
WYTTIPPIXXMPM�JY�XVSZEXE�MR�FYSR�SVHMRI�I�EHHMVMXXYVE�ƈPEYHEXE�JYMX�
HMPMKIRXME�'YVEXMƉ����

0ƅYPXMQE�ZMWMXE��STIVEXE�HEP�RYSZS�EVGMZIWGSZS��%PJSRWS�4EPISXXM��
WM� XIRRI� MP� �� SXXSFVI� ����� �GMVGE�HYI�QIWM� TVMQE�HIPPE�QSVXI�
HM� +LMVEVHEGGM� I� VIKMWXVʫ� WMXYE^MSRM� EPXIVRI�� PƅEPXEVI�QEKKMSVI�
VMWYPXʫ� EHIKYEXEQIRXI� GYVEXS�� EP� GSRXVEVMS� HIKPM� EPXVM�� I� WI�
HE� YR� PEXS� PƅSPMS� HIKPM� MRJIVQM� IVE� FIR� GSRWIVZEXS�� JY� XYXXEZME�
RIGIWWEVMS� SVHMREVI� HM� TYPMVI� PE� GLMIWE� HEPPE� TSPZIVI� I� HM�
EGGSQSHEVI�PI�ƼRIWXVI����0S�WGVMXXS�HIWGVMZI�FVIZIQIRXI�ERGLI�
PE� ZMXE� I� PƅEXXMZMXʚ� HIP� TEVVSGS�� ƈGETIPPERYW� TVEIHMGXYW� LEFMXEX�
MR� HSQS� WIGYW� HMGXEQ� )GGPIWMEQ�� WITEVEXEQ� Eƅ� 1SREWXIVMS��

Singulis diebus Dominicis docentur pueri Doctrinam cristianam 
MR� )GGPIWME� 7�XM� 7MKMWQYRHM�� TYIPPI� ZIVS� MR� )GGPIWME� 7�XI� 1EVMI�
1EKHEPIRIƉ�

0ƅMQTVIWWMSRI�GSQTPIWWMZE�GLI�WM�VMGEZE�HEPPI�ZMWMXI�TEWXSVEPM�ʢ�
GLI�E�YR�ETTVI^^EQIRXS�HMJJYWS�HIPPI�HSXM�YQERI�HM�+LMVEVHEG-
GM�Ɓ�PE�WXMQE�HIM�TEVVSGGLMERM��PƅIPSKMS�TIV�PE�HMPMKIR^E�HMQSWXVE-
XE��PE�TIVWIZIVER^E�RIPPE�TVIHMGE^MSRI�Ɓ�RSR�EFFME�GSVVMWTSWXS�
GSR�EPXVIXXERXE� IƾGEGME� MP� WYS� MQTIKRS�EQQMRMWXVEXMZS� I�KI-
WXMSREPI��(SZIXXI�XVEXXEVWM��GSR�SKRM�TVSFEFMPMXʚ��HM�YRE�GSRHM^MS-
RI�TMYXXSWXS�GSQYRI�RIP�GPIVS�JIPWMRIS��MP�GYM�STIVEXS�TSXʣ�VMWIR-
XMVI�HIPPI�GSRXVEHHM^MSRM�GLI�MRIZMXEFMPQIRXI�JYVSRS�HIXIVQMREXI�
HEPPƅETTPMGE^MSRI�HIP�GSRGMPMS�HM�8VIRXS�RIPPƅYPXMQS�UYEVXS�HIP�WI-
HMGIWMQS�WIGSPS��WIGSRHS�PI�PMRII�TVSTSWXI�HEP�GEVH��4EPISXXM��PI�
RYSZI�TVEWWM�GLI�ZIRMZERS�TMER�TMERS�HIPMRIERHSWM�VMYWGMVSRS�
WSPS�KVEHEXEQIRXI�E�MQTSVWM�WY�ZIGGLMI�EFMXYHMRM�I�VIWMWXIR^I��
7SXXS� UYIWXS� EWTIXXS�� WIQFVERS�RSR� IQIVKIVI� RIPPƅEXXMZMXʚ� HM�
+LMVEVHEGGM�IPIQIRXM�XEPM�HE�JEVPS�VMWEPXEVI�VMWTIXXS�EKPM�EPXVM�TEV-
VSGM�FSPSKRIWM�

%PPE� PYGI�HM�UYERXS�WMR�UYM�IWTSWXS�ʢ�STTSVXYRS�TVIWIRXEVI�I�
EREPM^^EVI� YR� RYSZS� EYXSKVEJS� HIPPƅEKSWXMRMERS�� XSXEPQIRXI�
WGSRSWGMYXS�ƼRSVE����7M�XVEXXE�HM�YRS�WXEXS�HƅERMQI�VMWEPIRXI�EP�
������ GSQTSWXS� MR�FYSR�SVHMRI�I� MR�FIPPE�KVEƼE��HM� HMIGM� GEV-
XI� RSR� RYQIVEXI� UYEWM� GSQTPIXEQIRXI� TVMZI� HM� GERGIPPEXYVI��
GLMYWI�HEPPE� WIKYIRXI�ƼVQE�� ƈ-S� JVE�'LIVYFMRS�HM�7��+MEGSQS�
'ETIPPERS�EP�TVIWIRXI�HM�7��'IGMPME�MR�WXVE�7��(SREXSƉ��2IP�XIWXS�PI�
HMZIVWI�GEWI�WSRS�MRHMZMHYEXI�MR�FEWI�EP�GSKRSQI�HIP�TVSTVMI-
XEVMS�I�MR�GMEWGYRE�WSRS�TVIGMWEXI�PI�ZEVMI�JEQMKPMI�TVIWIRXM��WI�
TMʰ�HM�YRE��0I�TIVWSRI�WSRS�MHIRXMƼGEXI�GSP�RSQI�HM�FEXXIWMQS�
I�WSRS�ERRSXEXI�PI�ERMQI�HE�GSQYRMSRI�RSRGLʣ�PI�IXʚ�HIM�FEQ-
FMRM�I�VEKE^^M��TMʰ�VEVEQIRXI�PI�EXXMZMXʚ��WEVXS��FEVFMIVI��IGG���PE�
GSRHM^MSRI�WSGMEPI��ZIHSZE��WIVZS��IGG��S�EPXVI�GEVEXXIVMWXMGLI�
TSGS�GSQYRM����0ƅSVHMREXE�MQTEKMRE^MSRI�I�PE�TVIGMWMSRI�GSR�GYM�
JY�GSQTMPEXS�UYIWXS�WXEXS�HƅERMQI�LE�MRHSXXS�GLM�WGVMZI�E�VEJ-
JVSRXEVPS�GSR�PƅEPXVS��KMʚ�RSXS�E�1EVMS�*ERXM�20�GLI�MRZIGI�ETTEVI�
EWWEM�QIRS�GYVEXS��SPXVI�EH�EZIVI�WYFʦXS�RIP�GSVWS�HIP�XIQTS�
HERRM� XEPM� HE� GSQTVSQIXXIVI� WIVMEQIRXI� PI� TVMQI� HYI� GEVXI��
0ƅEREPMWM�LE�IZMHIR^MEXS�GLI�UYIWXƅYPXMQS�ʢ�PE�QMRYXE�HIPPƅEPXVS�Ɓ�
HƅSVE�MR�EZERXM��VMWTIXXMZEQIRXI��%�I�&�Ɓ�MP�UYEPI�JY�VIHEXXS�MR�JSV-
QE�HIƼRMXMZE�IWEXXEQIRXI�UYEXXVS�KMSVRM�HSTS�MP�TVMQS�21�Fig. 3

-P� GSRJVSRXS�TIVQIXXI�HM� ETTVI^^EVI�QEKKMSVQIRXI� PE�KVERHI�
EGGYVEXI^^E�HM�&�GLI��HƅEPXVS�GERXS��MPPYQMRE�PI�PEGYRI�QEXIVMEPM�
I�PE�KVEƼE�WTIWWS�MRGIVXE�HM�%��7STVEXXYXXS��WGSVVIRHS�MR�WMRSWWM�
M�HYI� XIWXM��IQIVKSRS�GSR�IZMHIR^E� PI�WGIPXI�HM�+LMVEVHEGGM�� MP�
UYEPI�RIP�TEWWEKKMS�HEPPƅYRS�EPPƅEPXVS�STIVʫ�YRE�WIPI^MSRI��IPM-
QMRERHS�HEPPE�VIHE^MSRI�HIƼRMXMZE�UYERXS�KPM�IVE�WXEXS�JYR^MS-
REPI�PYRKS�MP�WYS�XVEKMXXS�HM�GEWE�MR�GEWE��I�GSVVIKKIRHS�GMʫ�GLI�
EZIZE�ZIPSGIQIRXI�ETTYRXEXS� MR� JSVQI�QEKKMSVQIRXI� MRXIPPM-
KMFMPM�22�-RSPXVI��MR�%�PS�WXEXS�HƅERMQI�ʢ�GLMYWS�HE�YR�GSRWMWXIRXI�
IPIRGS� HM� SJJIVXI�� XSVGI���� HIREVS�24� GIVE�25� 7MEQS� ERGSVE� YRE�
ZSPXE�HM�JVSRXI�E�QERSWGVMXXM�HM�+LMVEVHEGGM�I��E�KMYHMGEVI�HEPPE�
KVEƼE�EHSXXEXE��JYVSRS�ERGLƅIWWM�VIEPM^^EXM�HYVERXI�PE�ZMWMXE�EPPI�
JEQMKPMI�HIPPE�TEVVSGGLME�
'SQTPIWWMZEQIRXI��MP�GSRJVSRXS�ƼR�UYM�GSRHSXXS�XVE�%�I�&�HMQS-
WXVE�PƅYXMPMXʚ�HIP�TVMQS�TIV�PE�QMKPMSVI�VIEPM^^E^MSRI�HIP�WIGSRHS��
MR�EPXVI�TEVSPI��ETTEVI�IZMHIRXI�GLI�PƅEKSWXMRMERS�EHSXXʫ�GSR�IJ-
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2
Il primo libro dei matrimoni della chiesa di S. Cecilia, 

AAB,�4EVVSGGLMI�HM�&SPSKRE�WSTTVIWWI, cart. 6/1, reg. 1.
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ƼGEGME�PS�WXVYQIRXS�HIPPE�QMRYXE�TIV�VIEPM^^EVI�PS�WXEXS�HƅERMQI�
HIP�������%�TEVXMVI�HE�UYIWXE�EGUYMWM^MSRI�ʢ�SVE�TSWWMFMPI�GSR-
HYVVI�YR�IWEQI�HIKPM�EPXVM�QERSWGVMXXM� MWXMXY^MSREPM�KMʚ�RSXM�HIP�
TEVVSGS�+LMVEVHEGGM��PI�VIKMWXVE^MSRM�HM�QEXVMQSRMS�I�PƅMRZIRXEVMS�
HIM�FIRM�HIPPE�GLMIWE�HM�7��'IGMPME�
7IR^E� GLI� WME� RIGIWWEVMS� WSXXSTSVVI� GMEWGYR�EXXS�RY^MEPI� EH�
YRƅEREPMWM�QMRY^MSWE��YRS�WKYEVHS�GSQTPIWWMZS�QSWXVE�YRƅMQ-
TSWXE^MSRI�HIPPE�TEKMRE�EVMSWE�I�TVIGMWE��WIR^E�GERGIPPEXYVI����
EP�TYRXS�HE�JEV�VMXIRIVI�GLI�PƅIWXIRWSVI�TSXIWWI�WIVZMVWM�HM�QMRY-
XI�TMYXXSWXS�HIXXEKPMEXI��HMWTSRMFMPM�XERXS�MR�PEXMRS�UYERXS�MR�ZSP-
KEVI��HEXS�GLI�JYVSRS�EHSXXEXI�IRXVEQFI�PI�PMRKYI��EHSTIVEXI�
GSQI�FVSKPMEGGMS�
0ƅMTSXIWM� WIQFVE� VEJJSV^EXE� HE� EPGYRI� GSQTMPE^MSRM� KMʚ� UYEWM�
GSQTPIXEQIRXI�VIHEXXI�MR�GYM�XYXXSVE�VIWXERS�MR�FMERGS�UYIKPM�
WTE^M�GLI�+LMVEVHEGGM�EZIZE�TVIZIRXMZEXS�HM�VMIQTMVI� MR�WIKYM-
XS����8EPZSPXE� WM� VMWGSRXVE� MRZIGI�YR�SVHMRI�QMRSVI�E� GEYWE�HM�
MQTVIZMWXM�RIPPI�GIPIFVE^MSRM��GLI�GEYWEVSRS�ZEVME^MSRM�RIP�JSV-
QYPEVMS����S�ERGLI�PE�QERGER^E�HM�EPGYRI�VIKMWXVE^MSRM����-R�YR�
YRMGS� GEWS� ETTEVI� WYP�QERSWGVMXXS� YR� ETTYRXS� GSM� RSQM� HIM�
GSRXVEIRXM�HM�YR�QEXVMQSRMS��TSM�VIKMWXVEXM�RIPPE�QIHIWMQE�GEV-
XE����-R�KIRIVEPI��XYXXEZME��MP�VMGSVWS�EPPE�QMRYXE�HE�TEVXI�HM�+LM-
VEVHEGGM��HMQSWXVEXS�TMʰ�WSTVE�TIV� PE�VIEPM^^E^MSRI�HIPPS�WXEXS�

HƅERMQI�HIP�������TEVI�XVSZEVI�YRE�GSRJIVQE�EPQIRS�TPEYWMFMPI�
RIPPE� GSQTMPE^MSRI� HIP� VIKMWXVS� HIM�QEXVMQSRM�� 0I�QIHIWMQI�
GSRWMHIVE^MSRM�ETTEMSRS�TSM�EHHMVMXXYVE�VEJJSV^EXI�WI�WM�TVIRHI�
MR�GSRWMHIVE^MSRI�PƅMRZIRXEVMS�HIM�FIRM�HIPPE�GLMIWE��� Fig. 4

0I�UYEXXVS�JEGGMEXI�HM�GYM�ʢ�GSQTSWXS�WSRS�FIR�SVHMREXI�I�MR-
XVSHSXXI�HE�YRE�PYRKE�MRXIWXE^MSRI�HIWGVMXXMZE��MP�GYM�GSRXIRYXS�
ʢ�VMTVIWS�MR�GSHE�EP�HSGYQIRXS�E�QSƅ�HM�GLMYWYVE�WSPIRRI��UYE-
WM�YRE�completio�RSXEVMPI����0E�TVIGMWE�SVKERM^^E^MSRI�WTE^MEPI�
HIP� XIWXS�WYFʦ�YRE�QSHMƼGE�E�GEYWE�HM�YRE�RSXE� MRXVSHSXXE�E�
TSWXIVMSVM��VIPEXMZE�EPPE�WSWXMXY^MSRI�HM�YR�IPIQIRXS�HM�FMERGLI-
VME�HIPPE� GLMIWE�HE�TEVXI�HM� YRE�RSFMPHSRRE���� RSRGLʣ� MR� EPXVI�
HYI� MRXIKVE^MSRM�� ZIVSWMQMPQIRXI� EKKMYRXI� TIV� VIRHIVI� ZEPMHS�
PƅMRZIRXEVMS�ERGLI�HMZIVWM�ERRM�HSTS�PE�WYE�TVMQE�VIHE^MSRI�RIP�
������QE� MRƼRI�GEWWEXI�HEPPS�WXIWWS�+LMVEVHEGGM����'SQI�KMʚ�
RIP�GEWS�HIPPI�VIKMWXVE^MSRM�HM�QEXVMQSRMS��GMʫ�GLI�UYIWXS�HSGY-
QIRXS�QIXXI�MR�IZMHIR^E�ʢ�YRƅIPIKERXI�MQTSWXE^MSRI�HIPPE�TE-
KMRE��WIR^E�VMTIRWEQIRXM��MRSPXVI�PE�GEVEXXIVMWXMGE�KVEƼE�HIPPƅIVY-
HMXS�RSR�TVIWIRXE�GSVVI^MSRM��XYXXM�IPIQIRXM�GLI�JERRS�TIRWEVI�
E�YRE�GSQTMPE^MSRI�WYGGIWWMZE��FEWEXE�WY�YRE�TVMQE�WXIWYVE�
RSR�TIVZIRYXEGM�GLI�HSZIXXI�IWWIVI� VIEPM^^EXE� MR�TVIGIHIR^E��
HYVERXI�PE�VMGIVGE�I�HIWGVM^MSRI�HIM�WMRKSPM�SKKIXXM�

3
0S�WXEXS�HƅERMQI�HIP�������QMRYXE�I�WXIWYVE�HIƼRMXMZE��
AAB,�1MWGIPPERII�ZIGGLMI 302, fasc. 13d.
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4
L’inventario del 1581, AAB,�4EVVSGGLMI�HM�&SPSKRE�

WSTTVIWWI, cart. 6/1, reg. 1, cc. 94v–93r.
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1 Questo scritto vede la luce grazie all’interessamento di Luigi Bartolomei e soprattutto alla 
cortese insistenza di Giulia Iseppi. A lei sono riconoscente anche per gli scambi di opinioni 
e gli utili consigli.
2 Per un elenco di tali scritti cfr. Umberto Mazzone, “Ghirardacci, Cherubino.” In Dizionario 
&MSKVEƼGS�HIKPM�-XEPMERM�(Roma: Istituto della Enciclopedia italiana, 1999), vol. 53, 792.
3 Albano Sorbelli, Prefazione a�,MWXSVME�HM�&SPSKRE, di Cherubino Ghirardacci. Parte terza a 
cura di Albano Sorbelli (T. 33 parte I di�6IVYQ�-XEPMGEVYQ�7GVMTXSVIW��Città di Castello: 1916), 
i-clxiii. Questo saggio suscitò peraltro un’aspra polemica da parte di p. Nazzareno Casacca, 
come rilevato da Mario Fanti, “Introduzione,” In�,MWXSVME�HM�&SPSKRE, di Cherubino Ghirardacci 
(Bologna: Forni, ristampa anastatica, 2005), 9.
4�'JV��PE�FMFPMSKVEƼE�MR�1E^^SRI��ƈ+LMVEVHEGGM��'LIVYFMRS�Ɖ�����
5� *YPZMS� 4I^^EVSWWE�� ƈ0E� WXSVMSKVEƼE� E� &SPSKRE� RIPPƅIXʚ� WIREXSVME�Ɖ� -R� &SPSKRE� RIPPƅIXʚ�
QSHIVRE��'YPXYVE��MWXMXY^MSRM�GYPXYVEPM��'LMIWE�I�ZMXE�VIPMKMSWE, a cura di Adriano Prosperi, vol. 
3, t. 2 di�7XSVME�HM�&SPSKRE�(Bologna: Bononia University Press, 2008), in particolare 243–250.
6 Paolo Prodi,� -P� GEVHMREPI�+EFVMIPI� 4EPISXXM, vol. 2 (Roma: Edizioni di storia e letteratura, 
����������4ESPS�4VSHM�� ƈ6MGIVGLI�WYPPE�XISVMGE�HIPPI�EVXM�ƼKYVEXMZI�RIPPE�VMJSVQE�GEXXSPMGE�Ɖ�
ora in�%VXI�I�TMIXʚ�RIPPE�'LMIWE�XVMHIRXMRE,  Paolo Prodi (Bologna: il Mulino, 2014), 53–189; 
Giuseppe Olmi e Paolo Prodi, “Gabriele Paleotti, Ulisse Aldrovandi e la cultura a Bologna nel 
WIGSRHS�'MRUYIGIRXS�Ɖ�SVE�MR�4VSHM��%VXI�I�TMIXʚ, 199–233.
7 Mario Fanti,�:MPPI��GEWXIPPM�I�GLMIWI�FSPSKRIWM�HE�YR�PMFVS�HM�HMWIKRM�HIP�'MRUYIGIRXS, 2a ed. 
(Bologna: Forni, 1996), 31–33; Fanti, “Introduzione,” 5–13.
8�'SQI�IZSGEXS�YPXMQEQIRXI�HE�+MSZERRM�6MGGM��ƈ4IVGI^MSRM��+ISKVEƼ��GEVXSKVEƼ��ZMEKKMEXSVM�Ɖ�
in &SPSKRE�RIPPƅIXʚ�QSHIVRE, 510.
9 Conservati in Archivio Generale Arcivescovile di Bologna (d’ora in avanti AAB), 4EVVSGGLMI�
HM�&SPSKRE�WSTTVIWWI, cart. 6/1, reg. 1.
10 Fanti, “Introduzione,” 11.
11 Sorbelli, Prefazione, xvi–xvii.
12 Mario Fanti��-P�JSRHS�ƈ:MWMXI�4EWXSVEPMƉ��WIGSPM�<:�<<��-RZIRXEVMS�WSQQEVMS (Bologna: Costa, 
2008), 21.
13 AAB,�:MWMXI�TEWXSVEPM 15, cc. 31v–32r.
14 AAB,�:MWMXI�TEWXSVEPM 16, c. 84v.
15 Da notare che in un appunto risalente a un imprecisato 12 settembre, senza dubbio 
precedente il 1587 (contenuto in AAB,�:MWMXI�TEWXSVEPM 16, c. 12r), risulta come non eseguito 
PƅSVHMRI�HM�TVSZZIHIVI�EH�YR�PMFVS�HIM�GVIWMQEXM��8YXXEZME�XEPI�VIKMWXVS��GLI�E�UYERXS�TEVI�JY�
effettivamente realizzato, dovette andare disperso, come già notato da Fanti, “Introduzione,” 
11.
16 AAB,�:MWMXI�TEWXSVEPM������ JEWG�����GLI�GSRXMIRI�QSPXM�EXXM�WGMSPXM�I�RSR�RYQIVEXM��UYIPPS�
VIPEXMZS�EPPE�GLMIWE�HM�7��'IGMPME�ʢ�VMGSQTVIWS�RIP�JEWGMGSPS�MRXMXSPEXS�ƈ:MWMXEXMSRIW�JEGXEI�Eƅ�
Canonico Bologneto”.
17 AAB,�:MWMXI�TEWXSVEPM�22, 96–7.
18 AAB,�1MWGIPPERII�ZIGGLMI 302, fasc. 13d.
19 Ad esempio in casa Righetti sono presenti, oltre alla famiglia, “due putti a pigione che 
sono del contado, e studiano” e, nella successiva, un uomo risulta essere “al presente in 
carcere”. Sono segnalati anche gli adolescenti entrati in religione o in procinto di farlo e, in 
un caso, due sorelle “amendue forsenate”.
20 Fanti, “Introduzione,” 11.
21�-RJEXXM� MR�GEWE�+VSWWM�WM�XVSZE�YR�FEQFMRS��1EVGS�%RXSRMS��GLI�WIGSRHS�%�ʢ�HM���KMSVRM��
mentre secondo B di 12; similmente, nella successiva casa Maini, Maddalena conta 16 
giorni (A) oppure 20 (B).
22 In A, fra le case Alberti e Gazzi si trova l’annotazione “lato del portico de pellacani”, assente 
MR�&��GSWʦ�GSQI�WGSQTEVI�PƅETTYRXS�ƈUYM�ƼRMWGSRS�PM�TIPPEGERM�WSXXS�MP�TSVXMGSƉ��TVIWIRXI�MR�
A fra le case Sabbadini e Righetti. Nello stesso manoscritto, inoltre, della casa dei conti 
1EPZI^^M�WM�HMGI�GLI�WM�XVSZE�ƈMR�GSRXVS�7��'IGMPMEƉ��GSWʦ�GSQI�UYIPPE�HIM�:IVEVHM�ʢ�YFMGEXE�ƈMR�
GSRXVS�7��+MEGSQSƉ��%RGSVE��MR�&�WGSQTEVI�PE�TVITSWM^MSRI�ƄHIƅ�UYEWM�WIQTVI�EHSTIVEXE�MR�%�
per indicare i proprietari delle case (ad esempio “casa de Toni” diventa “casa Toni”).

%PPE�PYGI�HIKPM�EYXSKVEƼ�WMR�UYM�EREPM^^EXM��ʢ�PIGMXS�VMXIRIVI�GLI�
+LMVEVHEGGM�WM�WME�EQTMEQIRXI�WIVZMXS�HIPPS�WXVYQIRXS�HIPPE�QM-
RYXE�GSQI�FEWI�TIV�PE�VIEPM^^E^MSRI�WYGGIWWMZE�HIM�HSGYQIRXM�
I� VIKMWXVE^MSRM�TVIZMWXM� HEPPE� WYE� JYR^MSRI�HM�TEVVSGS�� PS� WXEXS�
HIPPI� ERMQI�ʢ� YR� IWIQTMS�HM� XEPI� TVEWWM��(IP� VIWXS�� PE� KVERHI�
UYERXMXʚ�HM�QERSWGVMXXM�TEV^MEPM�I�MRGSQTPIXM�VMRZIRYXM�HE�7SVFIP-
PM�RIP�WYS�WXYHMS�QSWXVE�GLI�PƅHistoria di Bologna�JY�MP�JVYXXS�HM�
YRE�PYRKE�I�EVXMGSPEXE�IPEFSVE^MSRI��ZSPXE�XERXS�E�MRHMZMHYEVI�PE�
HMVI^MSRI�HE�MQTVMQIVI�EPPE�VMGIVGE�UYERXS�EP�VITIVMQIRXS�HIPPI�
JSRXM�TMʰ�MHSRII�E�XEPI�WGSTS����ʇ�MRWMXS�RIPPE�VIEPM^^E^MSRI�HM�YR�
TVSKIXXS�GSWʦ�EQTMS�I�TVSXVEXXS�RIP�XIQTS�MP�VMGSVWS�EFFSRHER-
XI�EH�ETTYRXM��FS^^I��QMRYXI��GMSʢ�UYIKPM�WXVYQIRXM�HM�PEZSVS�RI-
GIWWEVM�E�VEGGSKPMIVI�PI�MRJSVQE^MSRM��TIV�TSM�TSXIVPI�VMTVSTSVVI�
MR�FYSR�SVHMRI��%M�ƼRM�HIP�TVIWIRXI�GSRXVMFYXS�ʢ�WMKRMƼGEXMZS�VM-
PIZEVI�GSQI�UYIWXS�modus operandi�WME�WXEXS�XVEWJIVMXS�I�EHSX-
XEXS�GSR�TVSƼXXS�HE�+LMVEVHEGGM�ERGLI�RIPPI�WYI�ZIWXM�HM�TEVVSGS�
HM�7��'IGMPME��GSRWIRXIRHSKPM�HM�TVSHYVVI�VIKMWXVE^MSRM�TVIGMWI�I�
EƾHEFMPM��0ƅEWWMHYE�GSRWYPXE^MSRI�HIPPI�ERXMGLI�GEVXI�KPM�KMSZʫ�
HYRUYI��EPQIRS�MR�TEVXI��ERGLI�RIPPƅIWIVGM^MS�HIPPI�WYI�JYR^MSRM��
VIRHIRHSPS�YR�WEGIVHSXI�EXXIRXS�I�HMPMKIRXI�RIPPE�TVSHY^MSRI�
HIM�HSGYQIRXM�TVIZMWXM�HEP�GSRGMPMS�HM�8VIRXS��Fig. 5

(E�YPXMQS�GSRZMIRI�VMQEVGEVI�GLI�PS�WXEXS�HƅERMQI��SVE�HEXEXS�
GSR�WMGYVI^^E�EP�������ʢ�GSIZS�EPPƅMRZIRXEVMS��MP�UYEPI�JY�VIEPM^-
^EXS�ƈZIRIRHS�MS�EPPE�GYVE�HM�HIXXE�'LMIWEƉ����4YV�MR�EWWIR^E�HM�
IWTPMGMXI� GSRJIVQI�HSGYQIRXEVMI�� ʢ� TSWWMFMPI� MTSXM^^EVI� GLI� M�
HYI�QERSWGVMXXM�WMERS�WXEXM�VIHEXXM�GSRXIWXYEPQIRXI�HE�+LMVEV-
HEGGM�� JSVWI�WY�VMGLMIWXE�HIPPƅEYXSVMXʚ�HMSGIWERE��RIP� JVERKIRXI�
HIPPE�TVIWE�HM�TSWWIWWS�HIPPE�TEVVSGGLME�HM�7��'IGMPME��GSQI�EXXM�
TVSTIHIYXMGM�EH�YRE�TMʰ�IƾGEGI�EXXMZMXʚ�TEWXSVEPI��2I�GSRWIKYI�
GLI� PE�RSQMRE�E�TEVVSGS�HIFFE�IWWIVI�SVQEM�HIƼRMXMZEQIRXI�
VMGSRHSXXE�EP���������TYV�XVEXXERHSWM�HM�YRƅERRSXE^MSRI�HM�WGEV-
WE�IRXMXʚ� MRXVMRWIGE��IWWE�TIVQIXXI�HM�HIPMRIEVI�GSR�QEKKMSVI�
TVIGMWMSRI� M�GSRXSVRM�FMSKVEƼGM�HM�+LMVEVHEGGM��YRS� JVE� M�TVSXE-
KSRMWXM�E�SKKM�QIRS�MRHEKEXM�HIPPE�&SPSKRE�TSWX�XVMHIRXMRE����0E�
WYE�GETEGMXʚ�HM�WJVYXXEVI�PS�WXVYQIRXS�HIPPE�QMRYXE��TIV�PYM�GSWʦ�
TVI^MSWS� MR� ZMWXE� HIPPE� VIEPM^^E^MSRI� HIPPƅHistoria di Bologna��
TMIKERHSPS�EPPI�RIGIWWMXʚ�GSRXMRKIRXM�RIPPI�WYI�ZIWXM�HM�TEVVSGS�
HM�7��'IGMPME��ʢ�JSVWI�WTME�HM�YRE�WYE�TEVXIGMTE^MSRI�EXXMZE�EPPE�
XIQTIVMI�GYPXYVEPI�GMXXEHMRE��YPXIVMSVM�ETTVSJSRHMQIRXM�GSRWIR-
XMVERRS��WM�WTIVE��HM�TSXIVRI�ZEPYXEVI�GSR�TVIGMWMSRI�MP�KVEHS�HM�
MRGMHIR^E�I�HM�GSRWETIZSPI^^E����

5
Firma autografa di Cherubino Ghirardacci, AAB, 
1MWGIPPERII�ZIGGLMI 302, fasc. 13d.
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23 AAB,� 4EVVSGGLMI� HM� &SPSKRE� WSTTVIWWI, cart. 6/1, reg. 1, c. 124v. Il parroco precisò 
accuratamente se si trattasse di candelotti o di torce e, in particolare, per una di esse 
esplicitò il peso: 8 libbre e mezzo.
24 AAB,�4EVVSGGLMI�HM�&SPSKRE�WSTTVIWWI, cart. 6/1, reg. 1, c. 124r.
25 AAB,�4EVVSGGLMI�HM�&SPSKRE�WSTTVIWWI, cart. 6/1, reg. 1, cc. 121v–122v.
26 Ad esempio AAB,�4EVVSGGLMI�HM�&SPSKRE�WSTTVIWWI, cart. 6/1, reg. 1, cc. 13v–15r.
27 AAB,�4EVVSGGLMI�HM�&SPSKRE�WSTTVIWWI, cart. 6/1, reg. 1, cc. 10r, 15r, 16r.
28 Emblematico il caso, posto in rilievo tramite una�QERMGYPE, di un matrimonio già pubblicato 
TIV�MP�UYEPI��TIVʫ��IQIVWIVS�HIKPM�MQTIHMQIRXM��+LMVEVHEGGM�JY�GSPXS�EPPE�WTVSZZMWXE��ƈUYIPPS�
succedesse non lo so. Basta che io non ho più oltre proceduto in detto Matrimonio 
pubblicato” (AAB, 4EVVSGGLMI�HM�&SPSKRE�WSTTVIWWI, cart. 6/1, reg. 1, c. 10r).
29 AAB,�4EVVSGGLMI�HM�&SPSKRE�WSTTVIWWI, cart. 6/1, reg. 1, cc. 16v, 18v.
30 AAB,�4EVVSGGLMI�HM�&SPSKRE�WSTTVIWWI, cart. 6/1, reg. 1, c. 12r.
31 AAB,�4EVVSGGLMI�HM�&SPSKRE�WSTTVIWWI, cart. 6/1, reg. 1, cc. 94v–93r.
32�7YPPƅMRƽYIR^E�GLI�TSXʣ�EZIVI�PƅIWIVGM^MS�HIPPE�TVSJIWWMSRI�RSXEVMPI�HE�TEVXI�HIP�TEHVI�RIPPE�
GVIWGMXE�HIP�KMSZERI�+LMVEVHEGGM��WM�ZIHE�MP�WEKKMS�HM�1EVMS�*ERXM�TYFFPMGEXS�MR�UYIWXS�WXIWWS�
volume.
33 AAB, 4EVVSGGLMI�HM�&SPSKRE�WSTTVIWWI, cart. 6/1, reg. 1, c. 93v.
34 AAB, 4EVVSGGLMI�HM�&SPSKRE�WSTTVIWWI, cart. 6/1, reg. 1, cc. 93v–93r. Le due note furono 
con ogni probabilità redatte nel 1590: l’anno si legge ancora agevolmente, nonostante la 
cancellatura, al termine dell’inventario.
35�-�QERSWGVMXXM�HM�+LMVEVHEGGM�RSR�GSRƽYMXM�MR�STIVI�IHMXI�WSRS�WXEXM�IPIRGEXM�HE�7SVFIPPM��MP�
UYEPI�VMPIZEZE�GSQI�PƅIVYHMXS�ƈJIGI�RSR�TSGLM�XIRXEXMZM�I�FVERGSPʫ�UYE�I�Pʚ��WSJJIVQERHSWM�
WY� ZEVM� PEXM� I� ZEVM� EVKSQIRXM� TEVXMGSPEVM�� HIM� UYEPM� XYXXM� Gƅʢ� VMQEWXE� XVEGGME� RIPPƅSTIVE� WYE�
manoscritta multiforme ed assidua”. Sorbelli, Prefazione, xxviii–xl: xxix.
36 AAB,�4EVVSGGLMI�HM�&SPSKRE�WSTTVIWWI, cart. 6/1, reg. 1, c. 94v.
37 Come segnalato nuovamente da Mario Fanti, che ringrazio per avermi fornito in anteprima 
MP�WYS�WGVMXXS��TYFFPMGEXS�MR�UYIWXS�WXIWWS�ZSPYQI��7SRS�VMGSRSWGIRXI�ERGLI�E�4ESPE�*SWGLM�
e p. Marziano Rondina per avermi usato la medesima cortesia.
38 Fra gli intellettuali attivi accanto al card. Gabriele Paleotti deve essere ora ricompreso 
ERGLI�4MIXVS�*MSVMRM��:IVSRMGE�&EPFSRM�� ƈm7M�ʢ�JEXXS�XERXS�EZERXM�GLI�LE�YKYEKPMEXS�PM�EPXVM|��
Architetture e scritti di Pietro Fiorini architetto bolognese (1539-1629).”�5YEHIVRM�HIPPƅ-WXMXYXS�
HM�7XSVME�HIPPƅ%VGLMXIXXYVE� n. s., 70, n. 1 (2019): 39–66.
39�*EGGMS�QMS�PƅEYWTMGMS�JSVQYPEXS�HE�4ESPE�*SWGLM�MR�UYIWXS�WXIWWS�ZSPYQI�
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ABSTRACT
Cherubino Ghirardacci's talent in miniature and calligraphy, together with 
the turbulent editorial issues around the Historia di Bologna – his most 
celebrated work – overshadowed other aspects of his long life, which 
influenced his attitude, predilections, and even his own biography. This 
paper aims to shed light on one of these aspects, often mentioned in 
published literature, but never deeply analysed: Ghirardacci's activities 
as Santa Cecilia's parish priest – a role he covered in the last quarter of 
his life. The study of documents preserved at the Archivio Arcivescovile 
di Bologna – among them some manuscripts, partially known but 
unpublished – seeks to reintegrate the bolognese historiographer in the 
ecclesiastical panorama of that time. In that period, Bologna, thanks 
to the impulse provided by Cardinal Gabriele Paleotti, represented one 
of the main testing grounds for the reception of the Council of Trent, 
concluded a few decades before. In this context, this paper aims at 
verifying whether a relationship exists between the actions undertaken 
in Bologna by Ghirardacci as a parish priest, and the cultural knowledge 
that comes out from his celebrated activities in the fields of erudition 
and calligraphy.
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